
AmCham Suriname 
Info Brochure

SURINAME

A
M

ER
IC

AN CHAMBER OF COM
M

ERC
E



SURINAME

A
M

ER
IC

AN CHAMBER OF COM
M

ERC
E

AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
SURINAME - AMCHAM SR

GLOBAL KNOWLEDGE LOCAL REACH

Business Advocacy
Strategic Partnerships
Corporate Events
Community Building

Facilitating business relations between USA
and Suriname 





• One-stop logistics provider.
• Project support for the Oil & Gas and Mining Industry, 

Shore based services, Logistics, Warehousing, Customs
brokerage, Agency, Crew changes, Housing.

• We are the lead customs broker for the oil and mining industry.
• VSH, experienced/trained/certified personnel in house. 

VSH Transport Terminal operator & Stevedore.
• Customs brokerage and Integrated Logistics (Licensed 

customs broker).
• Offshore Project Support Services Agency, Husbandry, 

Logistics Management, Immigration, Logistics Services.
• Experienced Terminal operator handling various container & 

break-bulk carriers. Experience/trained personnel.
• Quality certified terminal services.
• Automated terminal cargo discharge/load and release/ 

acceptance under single software platform (Center TOS).
• Experienced Agency – various carriers and vessels.
• In full compliance and certified: ISO 9001:2015, 14001:2015, 

ISO 45001:2018, ICMI, TRACE.

Agency services
Crew changes
Customs Brokerage
Shore Base operations
Integrated Logistics
Husbandry
Stevedoring
Terminal Handling
Road Transport
Project Support
Warehousing

SUPPORT SERVICES

VSH TRANSPORT

VSH TRANSPORT | Member of the VSH Group of Companies
Van ‘t Hogerhuysstraat 9-11 | P.O. Box 1860 I Paramaribo, Suriname I South-America
P +597 402558 | E transport@vshunited.com | W www.vshunited.com













HUB OF THE GUIANAS
Eduard Alexander Gummels Airport 

Ideally Located 
3km from Coastline, Emergency Hospital, and the Capital

Base of Gum Air 
Multiple Daily flights to Guyana & French Guyana

Fixed Base Operator

Facilitating Helicopter companies for Offshore Oil & Gas
Heliport of Choice

Gummelsweg 117

Paramaribo, Suriname

info@eagairport.sr

www.eagairport.sr

KEY FEATURES



We are Your Talent Development Partner to ensure your company has
access to skilled professionals. With over 15 years of experience, we offer
unparalleled talent development through our Learn.Work.Grow.™ and
MetaSkills™ programs, and internationally certified training in partnership with
Coursera.

Partner with us for tailored training solutions that drive innovation and growth
in your company.

UPSKILL YOUR  WORKFORCE
TRAIN NEW EMPLOYEES
HIRE SKILLED TALENT 

 hello@creativetechhub.online
+597 8746774



Dear Members, Partners, and Friends,

It is my great pleasure to present this edition of
our info brochure. This publication is a
reflection of our journey, our achievements,
and our aspirations as we work collectively
towards fostering a vibrant and prosperous
business environment in Suriname.
Our theme for the year, "Global Knowledge,
Local Reach," emphasizes leveraging
international expertise while rooting our
initiatives in the strengths and potential of our
local market.
Building Bridges and Fostering Growth
At AmCham Suriname, we believe that
business challenges can only be overcome
through collective efforts. Our diverse
membership, which includes large
corporations, small and mid-sized enterprises
(SMEs), and startups, reflects the strength of
our business community.
We are building bridges that connect local
insights with international standards, systems,
and markets. Working closely with the
government is essential to facilitate our
businesses and ensure a conducive
environment for growth. Therefore, we
maintain constant communication with the
government to influence national policy. 
One of the highlights of this year was
facilitating Reunion Gold and their local
partner to start exploration in Suriname,
marking a significant step in our commitment
to fostering sustainable economic
development. Our partnerships with the
Suriname Banking Association and the
Suriname Hospitality and Tourism Association
(SHATA) further exemplify our dedication to
enhancing the business landscape. 

LETTER FROM 
ANUSKHA SONAI

President American Chamber
of Commerce Suriname

Advancing Financial Inclusion and Digital
Transformation
With the support of our esteemed members,
including the largest financial and insurance
institutions in Suriname, we explored how
increasing financial inclusion can drive
economic development and make financial
services more accessible for MSMEs during our
Banking, Finance, and Technology Week. We
also facilitated a youth round table discussion
about our banking system, engaging the next
generation in these important conversations.

Developments in the Oil & Gas Sector
The oil and gas sector in Suriname is
progressing rapidly, creating opportunities for
economic growth. These activities are expected
to attract substantial investments, create jobs,
and enhance our energy security. AmCham
Suriname is committed to supporting growth
in this vital sector with key players, including
our members APA Suriname and Chevron.

It has been a privilege to serve you. I extend my
heartfelt gratitude to all our members,
partners, and friends for your  support and
dedication. Your contributions inspire us as we
work towards a brighter future for Suriname.

Sincerely, 

Anuskha Varsha Sonai
President, Amcham Suriname
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ANUSKHA VARSHA SONAI
PRESIDENT

CREATIVE TECH HUB CARIBBEAN 

SANDY-LYNN KENSWIL
VICE PRESIDENT

VSH UNITED

DIMITRI LEMMER
SECRETARY
 CDWE/CRS

TIMOTHY MENDONÇA
TREASURER

 EAG AIRPORT N.V.

SHIRLEY SOWMA-SUMTER
BOARD MEMBER

NEWMONT

CHARLES GUERRA
BOARD MEMBER

CHEVRON

WAYNE MARTOREDJO
BOARD MEMBER
APA SURINAME

EGON VON FOIDL
BOARD MEMBER

COURTYARD
MARRIOTT SURINAME

WILLEM BLOEM
BOARD MEMBER

BLOEM CONSULTANTS N.V.

CATHERINE GRIFFITH
NON VOTING BOARD

MEMBER
U.S. EMBASSY SURINAME

DEBORAH BENJAMIN
NON VOTING BOARD

MEMBER
ASCO LTD

EUGENE PROFIJT
NON VOTING BOARD

MEMBER
TRAYMORE N.V.

AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
SURINAME - AMCHAM SR

GLOBAL KNOWLEDGE LOCAL REACH

 AmCham Suriname Board



As we stand at the threshold of a new era
marked by innovation, collaboration, and
global connectivity, it is my distinct honor
to pen this foreword for the American
Chamber of Commerce (AmCham)
Suriname's  information brochure.

Suriname and the United States share a
longstanding history of cooperation, rooted
in mutual respect and a commitment to
prosperity. Our nations have worked hand
in hand, not only in government and
security realms but also in the vibrant
arena of the private sector. This partnership
has been instrumental in fostering
economic growth and enhancing the
livelihoods of our people.

Today, as we navigate the complexities of
an ever-evolving global landscape, our
bilateral relationship stands as a beacon of
strength and resilience. The United States
continues to be a key ally in Suriname's
quest for economic development and
diversification. The ties that bind our
nations’ transcend geographical
boundaries, uniting us in a shared vision of
progress and prosperity.

 commend the American Chamber of
Commerce Suriname for its unwavering
dedication to fostering strong business ties
between our nations.

FOREWORD H.E. 
CHANDRIKAPERSAD
SANTOKHI
President of the Republic 
of Suriname

The initiatives undertaken by AmCham
Suriname play a pivotal role in promoting
trade, investment, and collaboration
between Surinamese and American
businesses.

I extend my sincere gratitude to the
members of AmCham Suriname for their
commitment to advancing our shared
goals. Together, we can create a future
defined by innovation, inclusivity, and
sustainable growth.

In closing, this digital booklet exemplifies
the vibrant partnership between Suriname
and the United States, showcasing the
diverse array of opportunities and
collaborations that exist within our
business communities. AmCham
Suriname's dedication to fostering these
relationships is evident, and we look
forward to continued growth and success
in the years ahead, united by our shared
commitment to excellence and innovation.

Sincerely, 
Chandrikapersad Santokhi
President of the Republic of Suriname



LETTER  FROM THE
HONORABLE 
ROBERT J. FAUCHER

Dear American Chamber of Commerce
members, 

It is my pleasure as Ambassador of the
United States to Suriname to address you in
this first edition of the American Chamber of
Commerce (AmCham) in Suriname
members guide. I had the privilege to be in
Suriname when AmCham Suriname was
established in September 2002, and I am
honored to continue supporting many
AmCham activities over two decades later.
The Embassy of the United States is here as
a partner with the government of Suriname,
AmCham, and private companies to assist in
growing the economy responsibly. The
Embassy actively contributes to the business
community in several ways. We support U.S.
citizens overseas, as our top priority. The
Overseas Security Advisory Council (OSAC)
connects private sector security officials to
share information and ensure the safety of
our employees. The Embassy promotes
educational exchanges and training
opportunities to develop the workforce’s
skills and capabilities. Through the Foreign
Commercial Service, we foster business
connections that help to grow the economy.
AmCham members play a pivotal role in
advocating for pro-business policies,
networking among like-minded firms,
exchanging knowledge and best practices,
and strengthening the ties between the
United States and local business leaders.
Being part of AmCham means that you are
part of a community that stands for
democracy, transparency, and prosperity.

U.S. Ambassador to Suriname

By working together, we can create
opportunities for U.S. and Surinamese firms
alike to grow.
American businesses have a long history in
Suriname and have served as catalysts for
positive social change by investing in the
education and training of their employees,
creating a prosperous market economy,
and giving back to the community.  I am
continually impressed that AmCham
members set the highest standards for
ethical business practices and have become
a beacon of good governance for other
companies to follow.  The values AmCham
endorses such as compliance with
applicable laws, good corporate citizenship,
environmentally responsible business
practices, and promotion of intellectual
property rights contribute to the
improvement of the business climate of
Suriname and will attract investment. 
I hope that this member guide may serve as
blueprint for those who are looking to
connect with reputable businesses —both
U.S. and local — in Suriname.

Sincerely, 
Robert J. Faucher
U.S. Ambassador to Suriname
Embassy of the United States of America
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Global Knowledge, Local Value: We combine international insights with
local expertise to provide our members with a unique advantage in the
global marketplace.

Influencing Policy and Legislation: Our unique positioning enables us
to effectively lobby on behalf of our members, influencing policy and
legislation to create a more favorable business environment.

Networking and Business Facilitation: Through our events and forums,
members gain access to invaluable networking opportunities, allowing
them to connect, collaborate, and grow their businesses.

Strategic Market Insights: We offer comprehensive market research
and economic analysis, giving our members the strategic edge they
need to make informed business decisions.

Access to Trade Missions and Government Relations Assistance: Our
members benefit from organized trade missions and receive assistance
in navigating government relations, both in Suriname and the USA.

Sector-Specific Support: Through participation in sector activities,
members can delve deeper into their industry, gaining tailored insights
and support.

Educational and Social Events: Our conferences, seminars, and social
events not only provide learning opportunities but also foster a sense of
community among members.

AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
SURINAME - AMCHAM SR

GLOBAL KNOWLEDGE LOCAL REACH

Why Become a Member of AmCham Suriname





As Managing Director of Interamerican
Promo Hotels, the operator of the Courtyard
by Marriott and the newly constructed
Radisson Hotel Downtown and the Marriott
Hotel and resort Paramaribo it is my pleasure
to contribute to AMCHAMS Yearbook 2024.

As of this date two branded hotels operate in
the country, Courtyard by Marriott and
Ramada Hotel and Casino and non-branded
Torarica Group of Hotels with Eco Resort,
Torarica and Royal and the newly opened
Yogh Hotel. The present rooms inventory in
Paramaribo is approximately 950 rooms. 

With the addition of the new Radisson Hotel
Downtown with 126 rooms, the new Marriott
Hotel and Resort with 168 rooms and the
extension of Royal with 116 rooms an
additional inventory of 410 rooms will be
added to the present inventory. 

The demand from the OiI/Gas sector in
addition to the mining sector provides an
industry-wide occupancy in the high 70% in
2024. I would like to note that during events
such as SEOGS, ACS and other larger events
all present hotels operate at a 100%
occupancy. This indicates a clear shortage of
hotel rooms.

With the estimated oil boom in 2028 a
further shortage of hotel rooms is indicated,
we therefore stress very strongly to the
international investors market to take a
serious look at opportunities presented.
When looking at the Guyana market we can
foresee an estimated addition need of 1000
hotel rooms in Paramaribo. 

SURINAME IS A COUNTRY WITH
GREAT RESOURCES AND
POTENTIAL ALL TO BE EXPLORED

Tourism Suriname
by Egon Von Foidl

Looking at the leisure market, Suriname has
so much to offer and is an untouched market.
I had the privilege to take my executives to
Anaula Resort for a weekend retreat. Being on
the river, socializing with foreign guests and
enjoying great food, local entertainment and
immaculate service, made the experience a
real joy. 

The marketing and promotions suggestion I
have, is to widen the market and expand the
leisure market from the present Dutch and
Belgian focus to other European destinations,
such as Germany, Switzerland, Italy and the
USA. The USA is a huge untaped market that
is ready to being explored. I also suggest
taking a look at the Asian market particular
China.

The one handicap that is presented to me all
the time is the difficulty with limited airline
traffic. With no direct flights from PBM to any
US destination, travel to and from Paramaribo
is challenging.  I strongly suggest that
negotiations with various US carriers be held
again. The departure of American Airlines
affected air travel tremendously. 

Suriname is a country with great resources
and potential all to be explored, and I can only
encourage international investors, hotel
developers and tour companies to take a very
serious look at Suriname. 

I am available should interest exist in
investing in the lucrative tourism and hotel
market in Suriname. I can be reached on
WhatsApp under +1 786 553 8656 or e mail
egon.vonfoidl@marriott.com
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Promotion of Free Trade and Investment: We advocate for free trade
and investment, creating opportunities for our members to expand and
diversify.

High-Profile Networking Opportunities: We offer unparalleled access
to high-profile networking events, connecting you with government &
industry leaders, potential clients, and strategic partners to grow your
business.

Information Dissemination and Idea Exchange: As a forum for sharing
information and exchanging ideas, we keep our members informed and
engaged with the latest business trends and opportunities.

Business Opportunity Facilitation: We actively facilitate business
opportunities, helping members to explore new ventures and
collaborations.

Advancing Members' Interests: We represent our members' interests,
ensuring their needs and concerns are addressed at the governmental
and international levels.

Community and Networking: Members become part of a dynamic
business community, gaining access to a network of professionals and
potential partners.

Visibility and Credibility: Enhance your company's visibility and
credibility through our events, publications, and digital platforms,
showcasing your brand to a wider audience.

AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
SURINAME - AMCHAM SR

GLOBAL KNOWLEDGE LOCAL REACH

Key Benefits for AmCham Suriname Members







Empress Group N.V. is a service company
in the

hospitaliy industry for over 19 years and
has a well-established track record. 

chain that has been operating 

Our services have always met with great
customer satisfaction. We focus on a lot
of one – on – one service at a very
competent price and have never been
known to com- promise on the quality of
our service.

Empress Group N.V. consists of the following
unlimited companies:
• Queens Hotel 
• Queens Apartments 
• Multi Travel (IATA certified)
• Euphoria
• LQD Pool Bar & Lounge
• Royal Palm Lounge

(38 rooms ISO 9001:2015 certified) 
(28 studio’s with kitchenette ISO 9001:2015)

Kleine Waterstraat 15 | Paramaribo - Suriname
P (597) 474967 | WhatsApp (597) 818-4569
www.facebook.com/queenshotelsuriname

E info@queenshotelsuriname.com
www.queenshotelsuriname.com 

Kleine Waterstraat 15 | Paramaribo - Suriname
P (597) 421163/426088 | WhatsApp (597) 7111177

www.facebook.com/multitravelnv 
E info@multitravelnv.com

Kleine Dwarsstraat 8 | Paramaribo - Suriname
P (597) 474967 | WhatsApp (597) 818-4569
www.facebook.com/queenshotelsuriname

E info@queenshotelsuriname.com
www.queenshotelsuriname.com 

Experience the hospitality Good things come to those who book flights!

Maas Hotels











Save & Enjoy life with everything you need for home, office, recreation,
or relaxing including:

- Household Appliances
- Electronics
- Furniture
- Office Supplies
- Personal daily needs
- And much more with convenient services

Stop into one of our stores today or shop conveniently online. 
We provide strong customer support, competitive prices for 
all your daily or specialty needs.

Kirpalani's N.V, one of the most trusted leading retailers in Suriname,
with multiple locations across the country specializes in retail, wholesale and
a dynamic website, is well-known for offering a wide range of quality products
at affordable pricing, catering to the diverse needs of customers while
always prioritizing customer satisfaction.
Your One Stop Shop

Start shopping now!

Over 80 Years Experience

WE HAVE IT ALL
ONLINE SHOPPING TELECOMMUNICATION ORDER FROM USA FINANCE PARTS & SERVICE

CENTER
DELIVERY

Domineestraat 52 - J.A.Pengelstraat 163 - Maagdenstraat 19 | Tel.: (+597) 471400 | E-mail: kirpa@kirpalani.com





ENERGY, OIL & GAS

Market Capability

Caribbean Environmental Risk Solutions 

cari -ers.com

•
•
•

•
•
•

•Approvals

Baseline Surveys

Stakeholder Engagement

Marine / Freshwater / Terrestrial

Risk Assessment / Modelling

Decommissioning Risk Planning

Expert Team Coordination

Local Knowledge, International Expertise
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Facilitating business relations between USA and Suriname 


